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The Gathering 
 

Carol 1: Once in Royal David’s city  
 

Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

Leader Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Leader Two thousand years ago, a baby was born 

amongst people living with rules imposed by the 

government of the day, a world of shortages, 

outcasts,  

refugees and asylum seekers. 

Jesus came into this world as a dependent,  

vulnerable and helpless baby,  

shielded by the care and protection of his parents. 
 

At this Christmas time we hear again 

the message of the angels, 

and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem  

and see this thing which is come to pass. 
 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”).      Matthew 1.23 
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Carol 2: O little town of Bethlehem  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King 

and peace to all the earth. 
 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
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O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray, 

cast out our sin and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

Reading 1: The prophets promise the Saviour 
Isaiah 7.14; Jeremiah 23.5 - 6; Micah 5.2, 4; Isaiah 9.6 

 

Isaiah The Lord himself will give you a sign: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and will call him Immanuel. 
 

Jeremiah “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when 

I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King 

who will reign wisely and do what is just and right 

in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and 

Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which 

he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous 

Saviour. 
 

Micah Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 

me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times. He 

will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord 

his God. 
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Isaiah To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will 

be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

All readers Thanks be to God. 
Adapted from Christmas Readings in The Dramatised Bible,  

ed. Michael Perry, © 1989, Marshall Pickering, p.409 

 

Choir The Angel Gabriel 
 

Carol 3: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear   
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

from heaven's all-gracious King." 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heavenly music floats 

o'er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lowly plains, 

they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o'er its Babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife  

the world has suffered long;  

beneath the angel-strain have rolled  

two thousand years of wrong;  

and warring humankind hears not  

the love-song which they bring;  

O hush the noise of mortal strife,  

and hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

by prophet seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendours fling, 

and the whole world send back the song 

which now the angels sing. 

 

Collect 
 

Leader Everlasting Father, 

you sent your Son to live amongst us, promised 

by the prophets of old; as we celebrate the gift of 

the Christ-child, may he be for us a living hope: 

All  Immanuel, God with us. Amen 
 

A short silence is kept. 
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Reading 2: The birth of Jesus    Luke 2. 1–7 

 

Narrator The Emperor Augustus ordered a census  

to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 

 

Commentator When this first census took place,  

Quirinius was the governor of Syria. 

Everyone went to their own town to register. 
 

Narrator Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judaea,  

the birthplace of King David. 
 

Commentator Joseph went there he was a descendant of  

David. 
 

Narrator He went to register with Mary,  

who was promised in marriage to him. 

She was pregnant, and while they were in 

Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her 

baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped 

him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger. 
 

Commentator There was no room for them to stay in the  

inn. 
 

All readers Thanks be to God. 
 

Adapted from Christmas Readings in The Dramatised Bible,  

ed. Michael Perry, © 1989, Marshall Pickering, p.411 
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Carol 4: Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger, 

no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus 

lay down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky 

looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus, 

asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, 

the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus 

no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! 

Look down from the sky, 

and stay by my side 

until morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus,  

I ask Thee to stay 

close by me forever,  

and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children  

in thy tender care, 

and take us to heaven,  

to live with Thee there. 
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Collect 
 

Leader Everlasting Father, 

in the stillness of the night 

you sent your Son, the Word made flesh; as we 

recognise his presence among us, may he quiet 

our fears in uncertain times: 

All  Immanuel, God with us. Amen 
 

A short silence is kept. 

 

Reading 3: Good news of great joy   Luke 2. 8 - 14 
 

Narrator There were shepherds living out in the fields near 

Bethlehem, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them: 
 

Angel Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 

town of David a Saviour has been born to you; 

he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth  

and lying in a manger. 
 

Narrator Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God: 
 

Chorus Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

to all on whom his favour rests. 
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All readers Thanks be to God. 
 

Adapted from Christmas Readings in The Dramatised Bible,  

ed. Michael Perry, © 1989, Marshall Pickering, p.412 

 

Choir: Gloria, Gloria 
 

Carol 5: While shepherds watched their flocks 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 
 

"Fear not," he said, for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind; 

"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to you and all mankind. 
 

"To you in David's town this day 

is born of David's line 

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign: 
 

"The heavenly Babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands 

and in a manger laid. 
 

`Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God, who thus 

addressed their joyful song: 
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"All glory be to God on high 

and to the earth be peace; 

goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 

begin and never cease. 

 

Collect 
 

Leader Everlasting Father, 

you sent your Son, the child in a manger,  

worshipped by shepherds and angels; 

as we draw near to the child in the manger may 

he fill our hearts with joy and peace: 

All  Emmanuel, God with us. Amen 
 

A short silence is kept. 

 

A poem  Let the bells jingle by Helen Jesty 
 

Let the bells jingle but make time for the tears to fall. 

Eat, drink and be merry but do not go hungry in that inner 

place. Rest, reflect and remember. Be true to yourself. 

Many of us can’t play happy families at this time of year. 

December is for difficult diagnosis as well as dreaming of a 

white Christmas.  

December is for divorce as well as decorations. 

December is for death and dying as well as discos and 

dancing.  

December is for distances that separate us from people, 

even those in the same room. 

Disappointments in December are especially hard to bear. 

Sometimes the light no longer shines in the darkness. 
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The desolation swallows us up and we die a little. 

Yet a kindly word, a bird in flight, a tree alive with hoar 

and hips can drown out despair and kindle determination 

to move on. 

Dig down deeper than the tinsel to the place where hope 

is found. Maybe, just maybe, the flickering flame will be 

fanned gently into fire. 
 

from Doing December Differently, N Slee & R Miles, 

© 2006, 2008, 2011, Wild Goose Publications 

 

Choir Born in the Night (Mary’s Child) 
 

The Prayers 
 

Leader Jesus, born into a human family, 

we pray for families and households, 

facing Christmas separated from loved ones.  

Help us to support one another in new ways, 

reaching out to the lonely and vulnerable within 

our communities. Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

All  be with us now and hear our prayer. 

Jesus, cradled in a manger, 

we pray for the homeless and refugees, 

remembering at this season all who lack food or 

shelter. Help us to share generously with others 

that the poor and hungry may be satisfied.  

Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

All  be with us now and hear our prayer. 
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Jesus, born under government restrictions,  

we pray for all in authority, 

facing difficult decisions and challenges  

day after day. 

Direct this and every nation in the ways of justice 

and peace, that they may work together  

for the common good. 

Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

All  be with us now and hear our prayer. 

Jesus worshipped by angels and shepherds, 

we pray for the mission of the church, 

remembering at this season the message of hope. 

Strengthen us to proclaim good news of great joy 

that your glory may be revealed throughout the 

world. Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

All  be with us now and hear our prayer. 

Jesus, God with us, 

we pray for all who are sick, or anxious, or 

bereaved,  

remembering that you came as Prince of Peace. 

Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer, 

that they might find courage and hope in their 

troubles. Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

All  you know us and love us,  

you share our lives 

and hear our prayer.  

Glory to you for ever. Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Leader Rejoicing in the presence of God  

here among us let us pray with confidence  

as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Carol 6: O come, all ye faithful 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, 

born the King of angels. 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
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God from true God, and 

Light from Light eternal, 

born of a virgin, to earth he comes! 

Only-begotten Son of God the Father: Refrain 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest: Refrain 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Dismissal Gospel: The promise of light and life  
John 1. 1 - 5, 14 

 

Leader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to John 

 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Leader In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.  

He was with God in the beginning. 
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  Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made  

that has been made. 

In him was life, and that life  

was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

  The Word became flesh  

and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory,  

the glory of the One and Only,  

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Adapted from The Dramatised Bible,  

ed. Michael Perry, © 1989, Marshall Pickering, p.198 
 

The Blessing 
Leader God sent his angels from glory to bring  

to shepherds the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

All  Amen. We thank you, Lord. 
 

We have heard his story,  

the story of God’s own Son. 

All  Amen. We thank you, Lord. 
 

May he fill you/us with joy and peace in the 

knowledge that he remains Immanuel,  

God with us. 

All  Amen. We thank you, Lord. 
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And the blessing of God almighty 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you/us and remain with you/us this 

Christmas time and always. Amen 

 

Carol 7: Hark! The herald angels sing 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With th’angelic host proclaim: 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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